The decidual cell reaction (DCR) was studied in intact rats under influence of exogenous and/or endogenous (by induction of pseudopregnancy) lactogenic hormone (LGH) ever, no data on corpora lutea and/or endogenous progesterone-production available. The purpose of the present study is to determine, whether the DCR is dependent on active corpora lutea in LGH-treated rats.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
reasons somewhat elevated uterine wet weights, as compared with all the other dioestrous rats. The wet weights of the adrenal glands were within the normal range, thus excluding the possibility of a severe stress condition. This is in agreement with a normal body weight increase during the experimental period.
DISCUSSION
The uniform absence of any DCR was a very unexpected result: All the ani¬ mals, glass rod stimulated as well as LGH-treated, had active corpora lutea as judged by histological examination. Furthermore, all the animals showed typical vaginal dioestrous during the experiment. These criteria indicate the presence of progesterone in the circulation. It is generally accepted that pro¬ gesterone, secreted by corpora lutea and/or adrenals, stimulates DCR in in¬ tact and/or hypophysectomized pseudopregnant rats (Astwood 1939; Sydnor 1945; Lyons et al. 1953) . Hence Astwood (1939) (Rothchild et al. 1940) .
The uterine weights did not indicate any oestrogens in the circulation Therefore, the inhibiting effects of oestradiol on DCR shortly before trauma (Rothchild 8c Meyer 1942) 
